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TWO NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS COPTOTERMES
(ISOPTERA, RHINOTERMITIDAE)

Ping Zheng-ming

( Guangdong Institute of Entomology)

Summary

In the present paper, two new species of latex termites from the arti-
ficial shelterbelt in Xiaoliang, Dianbai County, Guangdong Province are
described, Namely Coptotermes xiaoliangensis and C, eucalyptus, Copto-
termes spp, appear to be serious pests of Eucalyptus exserta, E, robusta
and E, tereticornis in Xiaoliang, About one quarters of the Eucalyptus in
the age group twenty years are attacked, This condition:. is tending to de-
teriorate,

All measurement are in millimeter, All the type specimens are kept in
Guangdong Institute of Entomology,

Coptotermes xiaoliangensis Ping, sp, nov,

Soldier termite (fig, 1, tab, 1,)

Body medium small, Head pale yellow, mandibles reddish brown; pro-
notum pale yellow, abdomen milky white, Head scantily hairy, with two
setae on either side of fontanelle, pronotum disc with about 10 bristles,

Head oval, head width index ( maximum width of head / length of
head to lateral base of mandible ) 0,78-0.84; head contraction index ( wi-
dth of head at side base of mandibles / maximum width of head)0.57-
0.65. Openning of frontanelle vertical, circular, Head seen in profile sli-
ghtly raised in middle, and slightly sloping downward to fontanelle and
posterior margin, Antennae with 14 segments, Labrum subtriangular,
Mandibles sabre-shaped, tips slightly incurved, left mandible with crenu-
lations at base as shown in figure 1, E, mandible-head index ( length of
left mandible / length of head to lateral base of mandible) 0.71-0,77.
Postmentum shorter and some what clubshaped, broadest in anterior one-
third whence posteriorly the sides gradually bend inward to form a waist
in posterior one-fourthy median length about 3,6 times than width of the
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waist; postmentum seen in profile arched, Pronotum flat, emarginate an-
teriorly and posteriorly, lateral sides gradually receding,

: Comparisons; C,. xiasoliangensis, new species, can be easily distinguis-
hed from the known Ch1na spemes C formosanus thrak1 by its much sm-
aller size, o A

Type locality, Xiaoliang of Dianbai County, Guangdong Province,
Soldier termites ( holotype and paratypes) and worker termites from type
seriesi .1, No. E 7622), Collected by Ping, 8, Apr, ,1983 in a hvmg tr-
ee (Acacxa confusa )

Coptotermes eucalyptus Ping sp, nov,

Soldier termite (fig, 2, table 2)

Body medium-sized, Head pale yellow brown, mandibles purple brown;
pronotum pale yellow, abdomen milky white, Head scantily hairy, with
two setae on either side of fontanelle, pronoturﬁ disc with over 20 setae,

Head oval, head width index 0.76—0,80, head contraction index 0.54-

'x0,76, Opening of fontanelle slightly sloping posteriorly, oblate, Head teen
< in profile nearly straight in dorsal margin, Antennae with 15 segments,

Labrum subtriangular, Mandibles curved inward at the tips, left mahdible

L Ty

- with crenulations at base as shown in figure 2, E, mandible-head index:

0.57= 0,61, Postmentum broadest in anterior one-fourh, wherce posterior--

< 1y the sides gradually almost parallel inward to form a waist in/posterior -
one-third, length about-4.4 times than width of the waist, postmesntum se~
en in profile slightly arched Pronotum flat, weakly depressed anterlot‘ly‘

and’ posteriorly, lateral sides convex,

-~ Comparisons; C, eucalyptus, new species, can be easily distinguished_

from the known China species C, formosanus Shiraki by its; 1, Length of
left mandible 0,82—0.88 instead of 0,95-1,03, 2, Opening of fontanelle
slightly sloping posteriorly instead of vertical, From C, xiaoliangensis sp.
nov, by its; 1, Length of head to lateral base of mandible 1,41-1,48 ins-
tead ‘0of 1,14~1,29, 2, Mandible-head index 0,57-0.61 instead of 0.71-
0.77. 3., Waist of postmentum almost parallel instead of bend ‘inward,
. Pronotiim weakly depressed anteriorly and posteriorly instead of emar-
gmate ’ oty
Type locality; Xiaoliang of D1anba1 County, Guangdong Pxovmce So-
ldier termites ( holotype and paratypes) and worker termites from type
series (I, No, E, 7617), Collected by Ping, 8, Apr, , 1983 in a living

tree (:Etcalyptus tereticornis ),
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