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CHARACTERS OF PLANTS OF DING HU SHAN REGION -

Zhou Yuan-rui

( South China Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica )
Abstract

Ding Hu Shan is located 19 kilometers from the northeast of Zhaoqing in
the province of Guangdony, 85 kilometers from the west of Guangzhou, at
23°08’ latitude, 112°35’ longitude, It is in reality a nature reserve that ori-

ginally was a part of the forestry department, The preservation of plants
of the original vegetation was started in 1956, The history of the forest is
estimated more than 400 years, The mountain receives 1900 mm, of rainfall
per year, The average temperature is 21.6C,with a range from 38C to -1T,
The duration of the minimum temperature will be one or two days, The
average humidity is 80%.

The mountain around 15 kilometers is the region of collecting herbarium
specimens by the botanist, at present time, we call it Ding Hu Shan Region
in this paper, ‘

The region comprises wild vascular plants 1988 species in 215 families
and 874 genera (comprises 3 subspecies, 82 varieties, 8 forms), But the mo-
untain only presents 1359 species, About 35% of the region flora is woody,
49% herbaceous and 16% vines, The main families of the flora are Laura-
ceae, Theaceae, Fagaceae, Aquifoliaceae,Symplocaceae,Elaeocarpaceae, Ha-
mamelidaceae etc, They are the main element of the evergreen forest of Gu-
angdong, The rare genera are Cyathea, Erythrophleum, Tsoongiodendron,
Litchi, Lysidica etc, .

The areographica of species type of the region; 6,01% of the flora is
temperate species, 62,55% tropical-subtropical species and 31,44% local
species, Thus it possesses a lot of tropical plants, about 62% (541 genera)
and 56% (1291 species), From botanical evidence we find that the local flora
is indigenous to the South Chinas as is development of the Guangdong flora,
and belongs to palaetropical flora,

The cyclophysis of growth and development of the plants of the region
Possesses a variable cycle of 3,6,9 months to one year or more,

Population of native forest is also complex with un-conspicuous domi-
nants and usually clustered population,
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